Effects of female sex hormones on uterine motility and reactivity to oxytocin in goats.
Uterine motility was recorded for several weeks in 10 ovariectomised goats, using small intra-uterine balloons, to study the effects of female sex hormones on uterine activity and reactivity to oxytocin. Oestradiol stimulated uterine contractions and increased both the sensitivity and intra-uterine pressure response to oxytocin. When progesterone was administered in addition to oestradiol, spontaneous uterine motility became irregular with low amplitude contrations; the sensitivity and reactivity to oxytocin was significantly depressed.